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upon said Commission and the execution of its mandates. It could not have been otherwise in feature and form, from the very nature of the military organization of the government and. its regulations and rules of procedure. General Hancock was in command of a geographical Military Division, comprising several States, of which Washington City, where his headquarters had been located by the President's order, was a part at the time Mrs. Surratt was sentenced to death. Being chief in command of that Military Division, the order of the President, through the War Department, had inevitably to pass through him for transmission to the officer specially designated by the same authority (Ex. Order, May 1, 1SG5) to execute the mandates of the Commission that condemned Mrs. Surratt to death.
It is a notable fact that Brevet Major-General Hartranft, and not Mujor-Gcnoral Hancock, gave the verbal order of execution, after first reading, while standing on the platform beside the prisoners, the findings of the Military Commission, and the President's order of approval.
I was an eye-witness to the execution, and assert these facts as beyond (Contradiction. In this General Hartranffc performed his duty as the subordinate ollSeer of the President from whom he had derived his powers as Special Provost-Marshal. The iunctions of General Hancock were purely ministerial as the u Commandant of the Military Post," etc., and not judicial, and he took no part in the execution. The act, which was performed in obedience to an order of the President, was not Hancock's act, but the act of his superior, having power to command. The President's order for the execution of M'rs. Surratt was not the order of Hancock, but was the President's order, and was made on the responsibility of the President. The responsibilty of that order rested with Andrew Johnson, and his ill-advisers; and Andrew Johnson is in his grave. who had been designated by the President in Executive Order, dated May 1, 1865 (and above quoted), as a special Provost-Marshal for the purpose of said trial and attendance
